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The measuringape Significance of thé\nglo-Kuki war 1917-191@D

Aha! What a gloomy dayit was

When her boundary loosen, still brittle

I never thought it would be safe again; to heed

This frightening body; her frozen feet;

Holding upon hemeasuring

Measuring undoubtedlyvhat fate brings

This imperil measuring tape, into sixteen different shades
When her boundary loosen, still brittle

At the same time, many hill dwellersNgulbul was killed while trying to casualties, death and shame in théurbar and the ruler to the British.
were illiterate and lambus, acted agscape from the stocked with his littlehands of the Kuki whom they thoughtHowever the following measures
middlemen between the British andson on his arfiThe mid March, 1918, as barbaric and uncivilizedet, they had been adopted.

the chiefs. There is ample evidencavitness another show down atcame to know how the Kuki chiefs [)That the annual installment of Rs.
that theytalked in favor of the chiefs, Chassad-Kamjong. In the encountercould command, lead and protec60,000 towards the liquidations of the
thereby giving room for revolt againstseveral casualties inflicted andtheir people since time immemorial.loan of Rs.2,75,000 granted to the
to the formerPerhaps, they favored Lt.Molesworth was killed and Lt.Kay The search to identify the head clanstate in 1917 was reduced to 30,000
the chiefs for security reasons. By thislauyatt, who came from the Burma,of the Kuki remind us how the British II)That the annual tribute of Rs.

L . time howeverthere was only a single was seriously woundeg. admired and respected the Kuki50,000 payable by the durbar was
Lg‘gnl?%fzﬁﬂ%;;g%;@?owy shots of gun government school in Mao regionandThe Kuki directed their action traditions, the base of theirreduced to 5000 only from the current
LA . a mission school at the presentowards the British and their chieftainship. financial year
And the murky suspicious night; measuring undoubtedly Ukhrul district headquarters. supporters and vice-versa. The KukBased on the sources available so fdH)The state Manipur was relieved

Friends becoming foe; rivals to friends

Suspicion! Suspicion!

Oh! What a gloomy dayit was

Emulating wariness;

Holding upon hemeasuring

This imperil measuring tape, into sixteen different shades
When her boundary loosen, still brittle

The causesThe Anglo-Kuki war chiefs murdered Khopum Chaukidarwe are certain that the Grefatglo-  from the contribution of Rs. 30,000
broke out due to the expansion ofind in retaliation, the British under Kuki War 1917-1919AD was the per annum towards the maintenance
colonialism into the territory of the the leadership of Cloete consistinggreatest war directed against thef Mao Imphal Road.
Kuki. Before the Kuki of Manipur has of 150 rifles burnt down, eleven British colonialism, in the North-East In addition to these concessions
direct confrontation with the British, villages. Durbar president and his India, whose epicentre was rooted irseparate budget for the hilly region
many other Kuki who lived in team burnt down two villages Manipurs Hilly regions.We are was introduce for the first time in
Chittagong, Tripura, and the Lushaibetween March 5 and 10. On the 1&ertain today that the war was part oManipur by the local authorities. The
She struggled, struggled to fit in; Hills have en_countered_ _the British.qu, thg Kuk_i ra_ided Pangsangthe great Indian National movemenﬂegac_y ofthaﬁnglo-Kuki rgsults can
Colors: she n(’)ticed o one ! Encounter with the British by the Chingmai, a Chiru villag8wenty one and partly it was a part of Fitorld  be still felt in the Manipur State
Al Brigihten and greenery as ever: no mark Ku!<i took for the firsttime in 1_77IXD.5 Io'_st t_heir lives and five persons v_vereWar. According_ to Sir Robe_rt Reid, Assc_amblyin the fo_rm of setting up
No taint could ever smear h'EempIé' This shows that the Kuki and themissingAt Khongakhul, twenty six “The most serious in the history of of Hill Area Committee, headed by a
Holdi . ! British were enmity as soon as thewere killed on the 22 May and thirteenManipur...”* And to DK Palit the Chairman, not below the rank of
olding upon hemeasuring British ded thei | found missing. On the 23 May war broke out due to the inf Cabinet. Its historical signifi
Measuring undoubtediyhat fate brings ritish expanded their unpopularwere found missing. On the ay war broke out due to the influence ofCabinet. Its historical significance
This imperil measuring tape, into sixteen different shades colonialism a}nd ceases sophnstmateth_e Kuki purnt down a suspe_znsmnthe Bengali Natlonahsts. Mentlonvlles in the fact that it established
When her boundary loosen ’still brittle weapons seize from the Kuki. Thebridge built over th&houbal River has been made earlier that the Kukistrong and valuable local custom and
! Kuki, who kept weapons almostAtthe Kasom village, thirty-five died had been encouraged by emissarigsadition of resistance to the British.
proportionate to all the able men, werafter they refused to supply rice androm Bengali Nationalists in The British learned the social
forced to surrender or deposit theircoolies to the rebelsAngered upon Assam...”® According to H.K. structure of the Kuks, which was
weapons to the government authoritghe loyalty of the Manipuri Raja, Borpujari“... the German spies had abased on the clans and kinship. The
before the outbreak of the war thaKhutinthang, chief ofJampivillage secret hand in fomenting theimportance, power and position that
further widen the enmity between theproclaimed himself the Maharaja ofwar...and that the Kukis were underthe Kuki chief, had enjoyed by this
two. Manipur. Collections of guns and the influence of the activists of thetime gave an ample room to the
For second, recruitment of labourterrorizing different villages followed revolutionaries of Bengéaf. British to split and divide the Kuki
corps hurt the sentiments of the Kukiis proclamations. On June 3, 1918The war exposed to the world howsociety along the line of genealegy
who prided themselves as ‘peoplehe rebels killed seven Muslims ofthe hilly regions of Manipur in based on clans thereby causing
who never bowed down beforeKwakta, after receiving reports thatparticular and other areas in generatonfusion over the head clan. It also
others'. Lieutenant Colonel, H. Cole, the latter had nexus with the British.were much neglected by theconsolidated the Kuki traditional
the political agent, supporting theThey also shot dead twenty persongovernment. One can see that thehieftainship by issuing land rights
view of JCWebstercommented: “I from theKharam village and forty annual expenditure of the hill areago the chief. It is now difficult to up
am convinced that the presentvere found missing after gun shotswas below 18,000 eighteen root them from the society by
rebellion is due primarily to the It is believed that some might havethousand, which is about a quartemodern government. The Manipur
unpopularity of recruiting for the succumbed to death after gettingof the house tax paid by the tribal oflegislative Assembly had passed
labour corps, and therefore the costvounded. On the 16 Jukhongde, Manipur chief-ship acquisitior\cts but they
of suppressing the rebellion shouldKuki village chief was shot dead for In fact, the war broke out and peoplesre still not effectivé!
be paid from Imperial RevenuesX'  guiding Hutton on his visit to of past and the present share th&he war had both negative and
clear assertion of the priorities can b&Sapvomi The Kuki opened fire at negative and positive aspects of th@ositive impact among the people of
seen in these statements with regarsiome cultivators ofiringbam  war. Here we are concerned moreManipur. Negative impacts were
to the British policies. villagers on the 18 Jurié. about the significance of TheWar much on the Kuki community and
Besides, the Kuki religious systemThe situation turned from bad tohad brought drastic changes in theositive impacts go to the general
was also another big factthwas the worse. Fear Psychosis, tensionscolonial history and post colonial population, particularly who have
head of the family alone who couldrumors and nervousness shook thaistory of Manipur in the form of shown loyalty to the British during
worship, the good Lord on his behalfvalley and also the hilly regions. administrative reforms besides manythe war It shattered the Kuki society
and also on behalf of all his family Anarchy that developed in Manipurothers. The most significant result ofinto pieces, disintegrating and
members during thelun ceremony was now extended to the Naga Hillsthe War was the overall fragmenting them to the extent that
that took seven days in the last weekn the North, North Cachar Hills in reorganization of the administrationthey never come together as they did
of the month of May or first week of the North west, Lushai Hills in the and the kind of concession made taluring and before the warlt
June, of the Christian era. RecruitingSouth and Soutest, Chin Hillsand the state, Manipufter the war germinated spirit of nationalism to
almost all the able men for labourChindwind valley in Myanmar and Cosgrave, politicagent of Manipur  the people of ManipukVe are also
corps in other words would mean althe Somra tracts in the North east ofvanted to put the hill administration certain that the kind of administrative
the heads of the famil{go, sending Manipur!? The development of exclusively under his office. But thereforms that the British had
them to overseas, without certairanarchy almost in the entire north Easthief commissioner @éssam thought introduced did not satisfy the people
dates of their return would havelndia compelled the British it to be too drastic, and proposed t@f Manipur in general and the Hill
surely dismantled tHdun ceremony Government to hand over theput under the personal managemengopulation in particulai he tribals
Thirdly, the tribal feud sustained by Administration from the civil ofthe Maharaja, who was guided byunsatisfactory upon the colonial
head hunting tradition, or land authority to theArmy to curtail the the political agent. He suggested foregime came to light again in the form
dispute- dispute over landKukis who defended the “reconstruction”. His scheme of of Kabui rebellion, the Nupilal and
‘ Nat|0na| NEWS ‘ boundaries between villages andndependence that they had. reconstruction to improve thealso during the Secondorld War
tribes- developed fear psychosisThe Army took over the war on Governmentand Hill people relationsagain, when many people from
among the Kukis that gave bigNovember7, 1918 with 5400 was accepted by the Government oManipur join INA and fought the
A bI H H tt t t ns:etback to the idea of recruiting laboicombatant force both from India andindial” Accordingly under the new British once again. This time more
rmy a pu IC InS I u |On, na IO orps among the Kuki of Manipur Myanmar following the meeting of scheme, three new Subdivisions werdetermined to drive out the
1 -cﬁg}f'ﬂes, the economic pressure wathe chief Commissioner @dfssam, formed:!®Each subdivision was underperpetrators of crime against the
needS anSWGFS On SUperSGSSI cleasingly becoming overwhelmingColonel Shakespeare and thehe charge of a European Sulzommunity of Manipur Despite all
. upon the masses of the Kukis. commander-in -chief of the British divisional officer who was directly the sufferings said and unsaid, the
CongreSS on new Chlef Ofﬁ Important events:At Lonpi Battle that  IndianArmy in June 1918 at Shimfa. accountable to the president of theSreatAnglo-Kuki War of 1917-1919
was fought at Chakpi River crossingThe combined force of two countries,Durbar  These oficers were laid the foundation for fighting the
ANI Mohammedli and the Centrahrmy  point, in September 1917, the KukiBritish India and British Burma (now appointed from théssociation of colonial administration in Manipur
New Delhi, Dec. 18With the Centre Commander are all senior to thevarriors and the British have aMyanmar), after modification and Provincial Civil Service whose in the form of armed struggl&Vve
announcing the name of Lieutenangentleman who is being designated,prolong pitched battle. Here, threetransferring powers and designations were equal to that ofeel the core value of the Gréatglo-
General Bipin Rawat as the new Chiefrewari said. British soldiers died and several havedministration to thérmy revised Sub-Divisional magistrate, who wereKuki War should be focused on the
of the Army Staff superseding two Reiterating his demand for an answebeen wounded. The British troopstheir mighty campaign against thefirst class magistrate under theyounger generation for political
seniors for the coveted post, theo the legitimate question as to whynumbering 80 marched towards LonpKukis from November 25, 1918/th  Indian Criminal procedure code,posterity of the next generation. It
Congress on Sunday demanded ahis supersession has taken place, tie Punish the Kuki but the Kuki this the war entered the second phas&898!° Once appointed they werewill not be possible to hide away its
answer from the government over th€ongress leader added that thattacked themAs stated above The formation of the Britisthrmy entitied to receive similar allowancessignificance in the age of
decision, while asserting that thegovernmeng defence saying theHiggins's mission to convince the area wise much resembled that of therovided the total pay andinformation technology and also
Army is a public institution and the grand old party superseded in the 8Qshief failed. When Higgins went to Kuki strategy during the secondallowances did not exceed Rs.800/when the world is moving toward a
nation deserves an answer and therefore the ruling dispensatiot.onpi, with an escort of Fifty Rifles, phase. By deploying various ranksper montt¥°Accordingly the South- global village. The greatAnglo-
Speaking té\NI here after taking to has the right to do so is completeo study the situation, he found theof military officers not below the rank west area with headquarters aKuki war was purely anti-
Twitter to voice his annoyance with“non sequitur”. village deserted.onpi village was of 2 lieutenant numbering 118 in Songpi, later changed tolImperialism, defending their political
the decision, Congress leadefEvery situation has its own contextburnt down on the ¥Mctober19172  Manipur and Myanmar who Churachandpur after the name ofights- independentlyrhis war has
ManishTewari assured that this wasand therefore nothing can beTheWar between the Kuki and thecommanded five thousand fourMaharaja Churachand Singh waslso reflected how the Kukis were
not a personal attack on the new Chiegxtrapolated out of context in orderBritish was set into motion after thesehundred troops, crushed the Kukiplaced under BC Gaspsrchage. very advanced in technology at
of Staff but a legitimate question.  to justify supersession. Why wereevents. Chingakhamba Sanachaobanovement for independence withinFor theTamenglong Subdivision or least in making gun powder and
“With all due respect to Generalthese three senior army commandeSingh, who professed to havea short time. The mighty military the northwest area with temporarysome sophisticated weapons. It lays
Rawats professionalism andsuperseded? Did the governmergupernatural powers wentwiakha( campaign against the Kuki came tcheadquarter atamenglong itself, the foundation in the history of arm
brilliance as a soldier and no personaditave anything against therit®as Ukha) a Kuki village, called ten Kuki an end on 20 May 1919 after theWilliam Shaw was appointed and forstruggle against the British. But one
animosity to anybodythere is a their professionalism in question?and looted the forest toll station atsubjugation of the Kuki. Therefore, the north east area, with headquartesf the saddest parts of the
legitimate question as to why has thisVhat was the reason that the fourtithai on the 19Decemberl9176The following the Greanglo-KukiWar,  at Ukhrul, L.L. Peter was appointed.movement was that, no man came
supersession taken pladgter all, incumbent was picked and | gues&uki planned to attack Imphal on thethe hill people who were independenffTo  implement the new forward or shared sufferings of the
Lt. Gen Praveen Bakshi whotheArmy being a public institution 22 Decemberl917 certainly causes were for the first time brought underadministration-scheme the following prisoners during this time many of
commands the Eastern Command, tidne  country deserves thoseonsiderable anxiety among thethe intensive political and concessions were made to Manipuwhom were humiliated, brutalized

Behold! Hold her frontier;

Cut in and cut out; survey her valuation

Make her no move, no uncertainty be marginalize

Touch her worth; leave her no uncertain bodily lines
Sure of her feeling, as she welcomes your hazy breath;
Holding upon hemeasuring

Measuring undoubtedlyvhat fate brings

This imperil measuring tape, into sixteen different shades
When her boundary loosen, still brittle

Stop waring; stop her hunting

Let her Clad, let her bloom green, red, blue, Black and white
Let her sing color chorus, cherish her desires

Make no wrinkle, make no ripples

TooWorth her bodily line, stop bewildering

Behold! Hold her frontier;

Holding upon hemeasuring

Measuring undoubtedlyvhat fate brings

This imperil measuring tape, into sixteen different shades
When her boundary loosen, still brittle

Judge not, conclude not;

Her strength still firm, her feet still holding strong;
Complain not her worries; sheestill breathing
Fresh, swinging her wavy hair;

Terminate not; her stretching palm

Too bloody tears could engg her temple, still
Unfurling her unbending ménage;

Holding upon hermeasuring

Measuring undoubtedlyvhat fate brings

This imperil measuring tape, into sixteen different shades
When her boundary loosen, still brittle
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SoutherrArmy Commander Lt. Gen answers, Tewari stated. people of Imphal. Longya battle administrative control of the imperial so that the durbar could meet theand consequently killed by the
followed Lonpi and Ithai incidents. power increased cost to run hilly region notBritish. The significance of the Kuki
Letters, Feedback and Suggestionsitaphal Times’ The kuki troops under the leadershigPerhaps, during the military campaigrcovered under the Headquarterwar will keep beaconing the youth
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. of Ngulbul and British, under the under the civil administration, the Imphal. Some scholars and the Kukisor greater and yet greater sacrifice
For advertisement kindy contact: - command of Captain Montifiere showBritish had underestimated the warfeel that these concessions weréor the Kuki nationality
0385-2452159 (O) down another battle in February 1918strategy of the Kuki causing severalgranted for the loyalty shown by the (Concluded)
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